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THE NEW TIMES 

 
November 2020 

Available Now!! Order Today!! 

This 2021 desk calendar shares photos and history from the beginning g of the garden. It’s the per-
fect gift for anyone on your gift list. All proceeds from the calendar sales will go to the Buffalo Food 
Shelf. To place your order call or email the church office or email joanhlowe@msn.com.  

Community Thanksgiving Service 
The annual Community Festival of Praise and Thanksgiving hosted by Buffalo faith communities will 
premiere on Wednesday, November 25, at 7:00pm. This year, you can invite your neighbors, friends, 
and family to attend this service of thanks no matter where they are through a virtual online link instead 
of coming to the Zion sanctuary. While indoor events would be limited in attendance, this online link 
will allow everyone to watch this Thanksgiving gift of scripture, prayer and music.  
 
This festival that year after year has brought the community together will continue even when we are 
physically distanced. This is truly a faith-filled experience for all families. This year's community festi-
val is prepared by the Buffalo Ministerial Association and musicians from local churches. 
 
Pastors from the Buffalo area churches join to give leadership to this community‑wide time of worship. 
Vocal ensembles, handbell ensembles, soloists, organ, worship teams, and instrumentalists will contrib-
ute anthems of thanks and praise for an online service that can be heard and viewed anytime following 
its premiere. A link to the video Thanksgiving festival can be found at ZionBuffalo.org.  KRWC Radio 
(AM 1360) will once again broadcast audio from the Festival of Praise and Thanksgiving on November 
25 at 7pm, and will re-broadcast the service at 11am on Thanksgiving Day, November 26. 
 
Each year the Buffalo Ministerial Association receives an offering to benefit those in our community 
who are in need of a helping hand and a sign of hope. This year, in light of the ongoing pandemic and in 
order to allow your gifts to get to those who need them quickly, you’re invited to give directly to one or 
more of the following organizations that we partner with: 
 
Buffalo Food Shelf: Give online by PayPal at buffalofoodshelf.com/donate or send your check to: Buf-
falo Food Shelf, P.O. Box 222, Buffalo, MN 55313. 
Love INC-Big Woods: Give online by Credit Card at givemn.org/donate/Love-In-The-Name-Of-Christ-
Big-Woods or send your check to: Love INC, P.O. Box 368, Buffalo, MN 55313. 
Salvation Army: Please direct your giving for local Salvation Army relief by making a gift to Love INC 
(see above) and using the “Dedication” option for online giving or writing “Salvation Army” on the 
memo line of your check. 

http://buffalofoodshelf.com/donate
http://givemn.org/donate/Love-In-The-Name-Of-Christ-Big-Woods
http://givemn.org/donate/Love-In-The-Name-Of-Christ-Big-Woods
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Pastor’s Page  
 
When I was a child I was hesitant to go 
upstairs or down to the basement if the 
lights weren’t on. I don’t know that I 
was afraid of the dark, I think it was 
more a fear of what might come out of 
the dark. Of course my child’s imagina-
tion thought of monsters and ghosts or 
of ninjas that might sneak in through 
my bedroom window. The shadows 
cast by moonlight and my curtains 
served only to exaggerate the creatures 
stirring in my imagination.  
 

Fear of the dark is not an uncommon phobia in humans, 
especially in children. If we examine our hymns and litur-
gies closely, we’ll come to see that our tradition, along 
with most all traditions within Christianity, use darkness as 
an image and metaphor for evil or those forces that are 
set against God. In a like manner we use light as an image 
and metaphor for good and for the grace and power of 
God. These images of light and dark are found throughout 
the scriptures. Take for instance when John describes light 
as being in Jesus, the Word of God incarnate.  

“In him was life, and that life was the light of all 
mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the dark-
ness has not overcome it.” -John 1:4-5  
 

Here we see light associated with the Word of God and 
darkness is set against it as an enemy or obstacle trying to 
overcome the light. This imagery of light and dark has 
transferred to our use of color in the church. We associate 
white with rebirth and baptism and we associate black 
with death (the very thing Christ overcomes in his resur-
rection). This treatment of light or white vs dark or black 
has been around for all of church history in some form or 
another. In the context of American history it has unfortu-
nately been used to support racism, specifically against 
people of African descent. Because of this association it is  

 
 
important that we are careful in how we use images of 
light and dark in referencing God, sin, goodness, and evil.  
 
There is, however, an aid for us in this task, found in scrip-
ture. The Bible is not uniform in its treatment of darkness 
as bad. In Psalm 139 the Psalmist says of God, “even dark-
ness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, for 
darkness is as light to you.” Furthermore God is described 
as living in thick darkness by King Solomon in 1 Kings 8:12. 
Psalm 97:2 similarly describes God as surrounded by 
clouds and darkness. If we are to take these and other 
passages of scripture seriously we must recognize that 
darkness is not uniformly used in scripture as a description 
of evil or death. The use of darkness is not so black and 
white as we may have thought.  
 
Thus we should be careful how we use the language of 
light and dark, least we find ourselves reinforcing racist 
patterns that go back centuries. We should also be careful 
how we think of darkness because Solomon and others in 
the Bible remind us of God’s presence, even dwelling, in 
darkness.  
 
So as the days grow shorter and the dark of night length-
ens, remember darkness need not be a bad thing or an 
image of evil, for God is in the dark as much the light. 
Thanks be to God that we don’t need to be afraid of the 
dark or of who we might find there.  
 

Where can I go from your spirit? 

Or where can I flee from your presence?- Psalm 139:7 
 
-Pastor  Brian 

Looking for Leaders:  

The Education Committee is looking for people willing to lead future classes, studies, etc. If you are willing to lead please answer the 
following questions and return your answers to Christy in the office. If you have questions please contact Pastor Brian. 

 

Are you willing to lead by yourself? Y|N 

Are you willing to lead with others? Y|N 

Are you willing to lead an ongoing class/study? Y|N 

Are you willing to lead a one time class/study? Y|N 

Are there any particular subjects you are willing to lead a class/study on? ________________________  
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Classes, Coffee and  

Conversations  

 

These will be continuing on Sundays at 

10:30 am. They will take place on Zoom. 

The information will be sent via email 

with the bulletin on Sundays. 

 

November 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 

Missions Book Study 
 

The Mission Committee is having anoth-
er book study, this time we are reading 
“Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black 
Preacher to the Whitest Denomination  
in the U.S.” by Lenny Duncan. We are 
meeting via Zoom on Wednesdays at 
7:00pm.  

Meeting at the Church? 
Please let Christy know if you 
are planning on meeting at 

the church. She will make sure 
that the fellowship hall is  

available. Thank you! 

Help with Music 

As we move forward we are looking at livestreaming the 
services.  We are looking for people to fill some roles in 
these services. Both of these will require you to come to 
church Sunday morning when we stream the ser-
vice.  There will be about 5 people in the sanctuary during 
that time.  Distancing will be followed.  

 

We need a song leader.  This person will lead the hymns as 
Ralph plays them.   

We also need people to provide special music.  This can be 
instrumental or vocal.  

 

If you are willing or you know of a family member who may 
be willing to share their talents  please let me know.   We 
will set up a schedule.  

 

Thanks.  I look forward to seeing you in person again soon!  

Michael Agre  

Children's Sunday 

School is back!  

 

Calista Wedemier (Cherches) will 

be teaching our children's class 

every 1st and 3rd Sunday at 

11:30 am via Zoom, beginning 

Sunday Oct. 4th. To make sure 

your family is on the contact list 

please contact Christy or Pastor 

Brian. 

Women of Faith  
Thursday Mornings 

 

7:30am via Zoom 

Reading “Faithful: Christmas Through the 
Eyes of Joseph “by Adam Hamilton 

10:00am in Person 

Reading “Not A silent Night: Mary Looks 
Back to Bethlehem” by Adam Hamilton 
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Buffalo Presbyterian Church 

November 2020 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
DAYLIGHT SAVING 
9:30a Worship Online 
11:00a Classes, Coffee, and 
Conversations 
11:30a Children’s Sunday 
School via Zoom 

2 3 
ELECTION DAY 
9:00a Crafty Ladies 

4 

10:00a Personnel Committee 
Meeting 
7:00p Book Study via Zoom 
7:00p Youth Adventures with 
Christ 

5 

7:30a Women of Faith 

10:00a Women of Faith 

6:30p Communications 
Committee Meeting 

6 7 

 

8 

9:30a Online Worship 
11:00a Classes, Coffee, and 
Conversations 
 

9 

5:30p Drivers Improvement 

7:00p PEO 

 

10 

9:00a Crafty Ladies 
3:15p Finance Committee 
Meeting 
6:30p Missions Committee 
Meeting 
 

11 

VETERANS DAY 
10:00a CAP 
7:00p Book Study via Zoom 
7:00p Youth Adventures with 
Christ 

12 

7:30a Women of Faith 

10:00a  Women of Faith 

6:30p Building & Grounds 
Committee Meeting 

 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

9:30a Worship Online 
11:00a Classes, Coffee, and 
Conversations 
11:30a Children’s Sunday 
School via Zoom 
 
 
 

16 

8:30a Drivers Improvement 

6:00p Deacons Meeting 

17  

9:00a Crafty Ladies 
6:30p Session 

18 
7:00p Book Study via Zoom 
7:00p Youth Adventures 
with Christ 

19 

7:30a Women of Faith 

10:00a  Women of Faith 

 

 

  

20 

 

21 

 

22 

9:30a Worship Online 

11:00a Classes, Coffee, and 
Conversations 

 

 

23 

7:00p Fellowship Committee 
Meeting 

 

 

 

24 

9:00a Crafty Ladies 
 

25 

7:00p Book Study via Zoom 
7:00p Youth Adventures 
with Christ 
 
 
 
 

26 

THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

27 

  

28 

 

29 

9:30a Worship Online 
11:00a Classes, Coffee, and 
Conversations 
 

30 
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Community Arts Program  
November 11th, 2020   10:00 – 12:00 Noon  
Thankful Doodling 
 

    
 
We welcome Minnesota artist Linda Pacel as she guides this C.A.P. activity November CAP program. Linda is a Minnesota artist, a 
member of the Buffalo Art Guild and a founding member of C.A.P.   

 

This CAP program will be a way to sit and be thankful, by taking words that represent things in your life that you are thankful for: Fami-
ly, Friends, Love, Peace etc. and apply interesting textures and doodles. You will be walked through how to do this process, step by 
step.  We will supply you with two black sharpies: Fine and Ultra Fine and several sheets of Bristol Board Paper. You will be able to 
keep these items to continue at home, but we also invite you to bring  your own Ruler, and other creative supplies you may want to use, 
for example: colored pencils, or colored markers. We will be socially distant in our space, and masks are required. This should be a fun 
program for anyone, for any creative level.  

 
We are hopeful that this CAP activity can be enjoyed in the BPC Fellowship Hall, with masks and social distancing observed.  
We will connect with the participants as the date gets closer with specifics. 

 
Register with Christy by Nov. 4th. Registration limited to 15 
This opportunity is offered by C.A.P.  There is no charge for these activities 

To register, please contact Christy at BPC office: 763-682-2773 or 

office@buffalopresbyterian.org                 

See you on November 11th. Tell a friend 

mailto:office@buffalopresbyterian.org
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November Volunteer Schedule 

Building Cleaning 

 

November 1, 2020    Becky & Don Eddy 

 

November 8, 2020    Marlene Aldrich/ Mary Coleman 

 

November 15, 2020     Liz & Chuck Klaassen 

 

November  22, 2020    Diane Ellis 

 

November 29, 2020    Becky & Don Eddy 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Banner 

We won’t be gathering together in the sanctuary this Christmas, but to bring a bit of 
“normal” to the season, we will again be putting a Christmas banner together. We 
want to make sure the tradition continues despite the virus. 

Because it might be more difficult to pick up the squares and return tem, we will be 
starting a little earlier than in the past years. 

The squares and the directions will be available at the church starting Tuesday, No-
vember 2nd. Advent Sunday is November 29th and that is traditionally the day we 
display the new banner. 

Squares are due back at the church before the 25th of November so the banner can 
be ready by the 29th.  

If you are not able to get to the church to pick up a square, please call the church at 
763-682-2773 and a square will be delivered to you. 

 

Thank you for your participation! 



Session 

Meets monthly on the third                                                  
Tuesday at 6:30 pm 

Theresa Bevilacqua          Worship & Music Committee 
Mary Coleman           At Large 
Al DeBellis           Fellowship Committee 
Cindy Doth        Education & Youth Committee 
Don Eddy      Building & Grounds Committee 
Mandy Harkess            Communications Committee  
Mary Markve-Patch                                  Finance Committee 
Ashton Olsen             Missions Committee 
Kathy Quady                                           Personnel Committee 
Mike Quady        Clerk of Session  
Pastor Brian Entz               Moderator  

 
 

 Board of Deacons 

Meets monthly on the third  
Monday at 6:00 pm 

 
Diane Ellis       
Eric Ellwoods 
Linda Shebiel                 Deacon Treasurer* 
Kevin Spike 
Elaine Thole 
George Thole   
   
*Please note that our Church Treasurer is Del Vanderheiden.   

Page 7 T HE NE W TIM ES  

Session Summary 
 October 20 Stated Meeting 

Church will get new roof 

     An insurance appraiser determined that the church roof will need to 
be replaced due to damage from a hailstorm this summer. The Building 
and Grounds Committee is working with a couple of roofers to deter-
mine who will do the work. Because of the weather, the roof won’t be 
installed until next year. The only expense to the church for the new roof 
will be the $2,500 insurance deductible. Thanks to Elder Don Eddy for his 
diligent work on this project. 

Worship will remain online through 2020 

     The Session decided to postpone in-person worship until at least 
January. The rising Covid 19 infections and the reluctance of many mem-
bers to return to the building at this time were factors in the decision. 
This will affect the upcoming Advent and Christmas season. The Worship 
and Music Committee is looking at ways to connect with members in 
different ways during the holiday season. Watch form more information 
and opportunities to celebrate Christmas in this challenging time. 

Craft sale postponed until 2021 

     Pandemic concerns are postponing the annual Craft and Bake Sale 
which exhibits the handiwork of the church’s Crafty ladies. The group 
looked at the possibility of an on-line sale or an in-person sale with limits 
on customers. With Covid 19 infections increasing this fall, the Session 
decided to hold off the sale until a time net year when coronavirus is less 
of a threat. 

There is some good news for church members. The Crafty Ladies have 
set up a small, self-serve shopping area in the fellowship hall where 
members can purchase holiday items. Stop by during open church hours 
Monday-Friday between 9 am and 1 pm. 

Pastor Entz selected as Vice Moderator to synod 

     Pastor Brian Entz has been  chosen as the Vice Moderator of the Syn-
od of Lakes and Prairies for the coming year. Entz had previously served 
as a presbytery representative to the synod. Following his year in the 
vice-moderator position, Entz will serve as synod moderator in the fol-
lowing year. 

 

To give online, please scan the QR code.  



507 County Road 134 

Buffalo, MN 55313 

BUFFALO PRESBYT ERI AN CHURCH  

Phone: 763-682-2773 

Email: office@buffalopresbyterian.org 

www.buffalopresbyterian.org 

 We’re on the Web! 

example.com 

Buffalo Presbyterian Church is a congregation in which  

the Word, the Spirit, and the Love of God  

enrich and strengthen us as individuals and families in Christ.  

 

The purpose of this Church is to fully equip us to become 

disciples of Jesus Christ, obeying His commandments to love 

and worship God, love and care for our neighbors, and make 

new disciples in our community and the world.  


