
May 9, 2021

6th Sunday of Easter

Leading Worship Today:
Pastor: Brian Entz

Lay Leader: Kathy Quady

Accompanist: Ralph Johansen

Vocalist: Mike Agre

The worship service link is: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DY1VWEPtNU4

PRELUDE This Little Light of Mine Calvin Taylor

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints called
from the entire human family.
We believe… that this unity of the people of God must be manifested and be active in
a variety of ways;

* in that we love one another;
* that we experience, practice and pursue community with one another;
* that we are obligated to give ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of benefit and
blessing to one another;

-The Confession of Belhar

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Sing to the Lord a new song

because God has done wonderful things!
God’s own strong hand and own holy arm

have won the victory!
The Lord has made salvation widely known;

God has revealed God’s righteousness
in the eyes of all the nations.

God has remembered God’s loyal love
and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
every corner of the earth has seen our God’s salvation.



OPENING HYMN #366 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
1 Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling;
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion;
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation;
enter every trembling heart.

2 Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit
into every troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit;
let us find the promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning,
set our hearts at liberty.

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver;
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

4 Finish then thy new creation;
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee:
changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
The proof of God’s amazing love is this: while we were still sinners Christ died for us.
Because we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with confidence.
Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to
undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear,
and what has become for us a consuming fire of judgement.
Set us free from a past we cannot change; open us to a future in which we can
be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and
image; through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

As water is poured into the font remember your baptism and that in these
waters you are named as one of God’s beloved and joined to Christ forever.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the name
of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Alleluia, Amen.

RESPONSE 1 Peter 1:3
Blessed be the Lord, who has given us new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Amen.



WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Holy God, break your word among us as bread for the feeding of each of our souls
and may the meditations of our hearts and minds be acceptable in your sight, O Lord
our strength and our redeemer. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 98:1-9 (NRSV)
1 O sing to the LORD a new song,

for he has done marvelous things.
His right hand and his holy arm

have gained him victory.
2 The LORD has made known his victory;

he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations.
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness

to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen

the victory of our God.
4 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;

break forth into joyous song and sing praises.
5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre,

with the lyre and the sound of melody.
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn

make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD.
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;

the world and those who live in it.
8 Let the floods clap their hands;

let the hills sing together for joy
9 at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming

to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,

and the peoples with equity.

EPISTLE READING 1 John 5:1-6 (NRSV)
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone
who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of
God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this,
that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the
world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God?



6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only
but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is
the truth.

GOSPEL READING John 15:9-17 (NRSV)
9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.10If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends
if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the
servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends,
because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You
did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that
will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am
giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”

MESSAGE Brian Entz
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

OFFERING ANTHEM A New Commandment Nazareth/Moore

Let us present ourselves to God as those who have been delivered from death to life.
To give online, please scan the QR code.

OFFERING PRAYER and PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
O Ancient of Days, O Lord our God, for this day we give you thanks.

For your grace made known to us in ways large and small we give you thanks.
For your constant presence and your unending love, we give you thanks.



That you hear us when we pray and that your Spirit prays for us when we are without
words,

we give you thanks.
In your mercy give us courage, humility, and love, that we might be a witness of Jesus

Christ to all the world.

O God, our Father, our Mother, your will for us and for all your people is wholeness
and salvation:

Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, Son of God, you came that we might have life and have it in abundance:

Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, dwelling within us, you make us temples of your presence,

Have mercy on us.

For all who are in need of healing…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For all who are struggling from isolation and loneliness…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For all who are tired and in need of rest…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For all who are about to undergo or are recovering from surgery…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For all who are in grief…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For those in the midst of change…

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For those who work for healing…

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those who are hungry…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those with no place to call home…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those who await justice…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For all unnamed concerns and intentions on our hearts and minds…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray saying...



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

SENDING

CLOSING HYMN #306 Blest Be the Tie That Binds
1 Blest be the tie that binds
our hearts in Christian love.
The fellowship of kindred minds
is like to that above.

2 Before our *Father's throne
we pour our ardent prayers.
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
our comforts and our cares.

3 We share our mutual woes;
our mutual burdens bear.
And often for each other flows
the sympathizing tear.

4 When we are called to part,
it gives us inward pain;
but we shall still be joined in heart,
and hope to meet again.

5 From sorrow, toil, and pain,
and sin we shall be free;
and perfect love and friendship reign
through all eternity.

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Prelude in C Minor Felix Mendelssohn

WORSHIP NOTES
The Call to Worship is taken from Psalm 98.

The Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon come from the Book of Common
Worship (2018).

The Prayer for Illumination is from Rev. Jarel Robinson-Brown.

MUSIC LICENSES
Prelude. This Little Light of Mine. American Spiritual. Setting by Calvin taylor. © 1998 by Calvin Taylor
Publishing.
Opening Hymn. Love Divine, All Loves Excelling. Text by Charles Wesley, 1747, alt. Music by Rowland Hugh
Prichard, 1831, alt.



Special Music. A New Commandment. CCLI Song # 4540290. Words and Music by Andrew Moore and Aniceto
Nazareth. © 1999 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. CCLI License # 1843693
Closing Hymn. Blest Be the Tie that Binds. Text by John Fawcett, 1782. Johann Georg Nägeli, 1828; arr.
Lowell Mason, 1845. Public Domain.
Postlude. Prelude in C Minor. Op. 37, no. 1. Felix Mendelssohn, 1835. Public Domain.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Outdoor Worship Service: Come join us for a Parking Lot Service on May 30th at 9:30am. Please bring your own chair
or blanket to sit on.

Worship in the Park: Our worship service will be in the park on July 25th at 9:30am.

Community Garden: Sign up to get your garden plots today! You can find the agreement form on our website or
contact Christy.

Garden Desk Calendars: Please pick up your 2021 desk calendar in the church office. All donations from these will  be
going to Buffalo Food Shelf.

Children's Sunday School: Calista Wedemier (Cherches) is  teaching our children's class every 1st and 3rd Sunday at
11:30 am via Zoom. To make sure your family is on the contact list please contact Pastor Brian.

Upcoming Worship Schedule: Please join us in person on Sundays at the 9:30am worship service. Masks and social
distancing will be required. Also remember to sign in for contact tracing purposes.  Services will also be available
online, please pay attention to your email on Sunday a�ernoons  for worship links and bulletins.
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