
  
            October 18, 2020 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 

  

Leading Worship Today: 
Pastor: Brian Entz 

Lay Leader: Barb Janski 

Accompanist: Ralph Johansen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To view the worship video please follow this link:  https://youtu.be/dzCjFqILncs 

For those worshiping with the video please read along whenever the text is bold. Where more than one person 

is worshiping without the video take turns reading the plain text and join together to read the bold text. 

 

  
PRELUDE Benedictus Alec Rowley 

 
SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Dear Lord, give me the truths which are veiled by the doctrines and articles of faith, which are 
masked by the pious words of sermons and books. Let my eyes penetrate the veil, and tear off the 

mask, that I can see your truth face to face.  
-St John of the Cross 

 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Mighty Sovereign, lover of justice, 
you have established equity; 
you have executed justice 
and righteousness in Jacob. 
Extol the LORD our God; 
worship at God’s footstool. 
Holy is the Lord God!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
OPENING HYMN          #305 Come Sing, O Church, In Joy 

 

1 Come sing, O church, in joy! 
Come join, O church, in song! 
For Christ the Lord has led us 
through the ages long! 
 

Refrain: 
In bold accord, 
come celebrate the journey now 
and praise the Lord! 

2 Long years have come and gone, 
and still God reigns supreme, 
empowering us to catch the vision, 
dream the dream!             (Refrain) 

3 Let courage be our friend; 
let wisdom be our guide, 
as we in mission magnify 
the Crucified!             (Refrain) 

4 Come sing, O church, in joy! 
Come join, O church, in song! 
For Christ the Lord has triumphed  
O'er the ages long!             (Refrain) 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
God has entered into Covenant with us, and though we often break Covenant, God does not. God 
waits with mercy for our repentance, ready to forgive. Remembering God’s love, let us make our 
confession.  
Almighty God, you love us, but we have not loved you. You call, but we have not listened. We 
walk away from neighbors in need, wrapped in our own concerns. We condone evil, prejudice, 
warfare, and greed.  
God of grace, help us to admit our sin, so that as you come to us in mercy, we may repent, 
turn to you, and receive forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our redeemer. Amen.  
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Paul reminds us that, “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
Therefore I declare to you in Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
Alleluia, Amen! 
 
GLORIA PATRI #581 Gloria Patri 
   

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
WORD 

 

 
 



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Holy One, as you revealed yourself to Moses in passing by the rock, reveal yourself to us now in 
Scripture. Through Jesus, our rock and redeemer. Amen.  

EPISTLE READING 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 (NRSV) 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 

2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 
3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has 
chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power 
and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to 
be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an 
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth 
from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, 
so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report about us what 
kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and 
true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead — Jesus, who 
rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 22:15-22 (NRSV) 
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16So they sent their disciples to 
him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of 
God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with 
partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?“ 18But Jesus, 
aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin 
used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and 
whose title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the 
emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard 
this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

HEBREW BIBLE READING  Exodus 33:12-23 (NRSV) 
12Moses said to the LORD, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but you have not let 
me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also 
found favor in my sight.’ 13Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I may 
know you and find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.” 14He said, “My 
presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 15And he said to him, “If your presence will not 
go, do not carry us up from here. 16For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I 
and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from 
every people on the face of the earth.” 

17The LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found favor in 
my sight, and I know you by name.” 18Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.” 19And he said, “I will 
make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you the name, ‘The LORD’; and I 
will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20But,” 
he said, “you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and live.” 21And the LORD continued, 
“See, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock; 22and while my glory passes by I will 



put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by; 23then I will 
take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.” 

MESSAGE   
SPECIAL MUSIC  In Moments Like These     Graham 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
Let us present ourselves to God as those who have been delivered from death to life.  

To give online, please scan the QR code. 

   
 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God From whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

All thanks and praise to you O God, maker of the cosmos and all that is within it.  
We come to you in gratitude for this, another day of life in your beautiful creation. 

We give you thanks for the call you have placed on our lives, for your grace made known in Jesus 
Christ, and for this family of faith into which you have adopted us.  

In the silence of our hearts we lift to you now all for which we are grateful… 
 

We give you thanks that when we call to you in prayer you do not leave our intercessions unheard. 
In recognition of this truth we pray for the needs of the church, the whole of humanity, and the 

world. 
 

We pray for your Church, that we and all its members may be faithful disciples;  
living the way of Jesus, loving you with our whole selves and loving all our neighbors. 

 
We pray for this earth; that it might be freed from the ravages of war, disease, and pollution. 

 
We pray for those in positions of leadership across this nation and around the globe;  

may they lead with wisdom, justice, humility, and mercy. 
 

 
 



We pray for all who suffer from illness or injury, especially all those with COVID19 and its effects.  
We pray also for the doctors, nurses, medical professionals, and caregivers seeking the healing of 

others. We ask for your healing presence to be made known to all in need. 
 

We pray for those in our community in the midst of grief. We pray for those in our community whose 
family members are in need of healing and comfort. Surround them with your gracious Spirit. 

 
We pray for those essential workers, who enable the basics of life to continue for so many during 

this pandemic, including grocery and convenience store workers, those in shipping and 
transportation, farmers, emergency service personnel, and those working in assisted living and 

nursing care facilities. Strengthen them for their continued work and grant them much needed rest.  
 

We pray for all who struggle for justice; devoting themselves to ending white supremacy, sexism, 
ableism, transphobia, and all systems of hate, fear, and oppression. Encourage and empower us to 

seek justice for all people.  
 

We pray for those who do not have enough to eat, who don’t have a safe place to call home, who 
struggle to maintain the basic necessities of life. May all people have enough.  

 
We pray for all the silent intentions of our hearts and minds… 

 
Hear these our prayers, O God of mercy, and strengthen us for all that is ahead, until the day when 
you usher us into the blessed Kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray… 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 

CLOSING HYMN  #687 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past 
 

1 Our God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, 
and our eternal home: 

2 Beneath the shadow of thy throne 
thy saints have dwelt secure; 
sufficient is thine arm alone, 
and our defense is sure. 

3 Before the hills in order stood, 
or earth received its frame, 
from everlasting thou art God, 
to endless years the same. 

4 A thousand ages in thy sight 
are like an evening gone, 
short as the watch that ends the night 
before the rising sun. 

5 Time, like an ever rolling stream, 
bears all our years away; 
they fly forgotten, as a dream 
dies at the opening day. 

6 Our God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 
be thou our guard while life shall last, 
and our eternal home. 



 
 
 
 
CHARGE & BENEDICTION  
May you always seek to know God in new and deeper ways. May you have persistence in your 
pursuit of God and gratitude for when God reveals God’s self to you. And may you seek to be as 
Christ in the world, showing God to others through actions large and small, full of love and mercy. 
 
Now may the Triune God who has called you go with you into the day and week ahead, and may 
God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and always. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE Festive Trumpet Tune  Douglas Wagner 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Love INC-Big Woods  is promoting a fundraiser through Kwik Trip called Scrip Gift Cards. The monies raised 
will provide clients with gas cards or car repair help. The Kwik Trip cards will be available at our Buffalo Love 
INC Thrift Store at 16-1st Ave. S. In Buffalo for $25.00 each. For any gift card purchase of $25.00 or more you 
receive 10% off your Thrift store purchase, excluding furniture. Stop by the shop, take a look around, and 
prepay for your gas with a Kwik Trip gas card (Scrip Gift Card)! 
 
Children's Sunday School is back! Calista Wedemier (Cherches) will be teaching our children's class every 
1st and 3rd Sunday at 11:30 am via Zoom, beginning Sunday Oct. 4th. To make sure your family is on the 
contact list please contact Christy or Pastor Brian. 
 
Upcoming Worship Schedule: Oct.  25th worship will be online, please pay attention to your email on 
Sundays for worship links and bulletins.  
 
Per Capita: Every year we pay Per Capita to help support the work of the Presbytery, Synod, and General 
Assembly. The Session has committed to pay our full Per Capita amount every year. This year the Per Capita 
is $36.50 per member, if you are able we encourage you to pay your Per Capita to help lower the amount 
that gets paid out of the General Offering. Thank you to everyone who has already paid their Per Capita this 
year! 
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