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5 He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to 
count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 And he believed the Lord; 
and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. -Genesis 15:5-6 
 
We are familiar with God’s promise to Abram (later Abraham) that his descendants would be 
numerous as the stars in heaven. By the grace of God we are included in that number through 
Jesus. Generations, ancestry, and descendants are an important part of the biblical story and 
an important part of our faith. They are a reminder that our faith, life, and witness are not just 
about us and our time, but that the grace, justice, and love of God stretch both back and 
forward in time. Ours is a faith that spans generations and we fall short when we forget that.  
 
The generations who came before have handed on to us much that is good, true, and beautiful 
and we have a responsibility to hand those things on to future generations. We also have been 
given things by those who came before us that are imperfect, broken, and sinful. During this 
last week of May one of those sinful things has been on display once again for all to see and 
that is the sin of white supremacy. This sin is one that does not belong to the church alone, nor 
does it belong to America alone. In thinking about this sin I am reminded of a favorite quote of 
mine from the novel the Fellowship of the Ring: 
 
“I wish it need not have happened in my time,” said Frodo. “So do I,” said Gandalf, “and so do 
all who live to see such times. But that is not for them to decide. All we have to decide is what 
to do with the time that is given us.” -J.R.R. Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring  
 
Racism is not a sin we are guilting of starting, we did not introduce it into our society. It is a sin 
that we have the responsibility to make sure we don’t pass on to future generations. The 
murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis is just the latest in a long line of injustices that have 
been perpetuated against African Americans and all People of Color. We find ourselves in a 
position like Gandalf says, to decide what to do with the time given us. I for one do not want to 
pass on the injustices that my ancestors gave to me, but rather to build on those things that 
are good, beautiful, and true which they passed into my care. We do not do this alone, we have 

 



 

 

just celebrated Pentecost, where God gives the Holy Spirit to the Church, to guide, council, 
convict, and comfort them. 
 
So may we walk this road together, in the company of the Holy Spirit, and work to end those 
injustices, like White Supremacy and racism, that have been present for generations. Let us 
pass on to those who will walk this earth and this path of faith long after we are gone, a world 
that is closer to the kingdom of God. 
 
-Pastor Brian 
 

Children’s Ministry Update  

The BPC Education Committee has been working with parents to determine the ministry needs 
of our families.  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we have decided to postpone our Vacation 
Bible School, Cokesbury’s Knights of the North Castle, to summer of 2021.  We are also 
working on planning a new children’s ministry program for Sunday mornings starting in 
September 2020.  We have discussed both online and in person options.  Look for more details 
to be coming in the August newsletter.  In the meantime, enjoy the summer and we will be 
back in the fall. 

-Lisa Ellwoods, Education Committee Chair 

 

Church Treasurer 
Many of you may remember that Chuck Klaassen, who has served as the church treasurer for 

many years,  let the Session know earlier in the year that he would be stepping down from the 

role this summer. The Session put together a small search team to look into finding someone 

to become the next treasurer. After reviewing the treasurer's responsibilities and speaking with 

candidates the team recommended to Session that Del Vanderheiden become the next 

treasurer. After speaking with Del the Session voted affirmatively, electing him as the next 

treasurer. It will most likely be a couple months before Del is trained and fully takes over the 

role. Thank you to Chuck for all your faithful and diligent years serving this congregation as 

treasurer, I (Pastor Brian) hope I speak for everyone when I say how grateful we all are for your 

countless hours and hard work! Thank you to Del for your willingness to take on this role and 

serve the church in this new way! 

 



 

 

Building Use 
The Building and Grounds committee is working hard to make sure the people and resources 

are in place to make sure we will be able to keep our building clean and sanitized once groups 

begin to meet. When the Building and Grounds committee feels confident that building 

cleaning can happen as it needs to, the Session will allow groups of 10 or less to begin 

meeting. There is not a definite timeline on this as a lot depends on our ability to obtain the 

needed cleaning supplies and volunteers.  

 

Once the building is open to small groups we will ask everyone to help keep the building clean 

and safe for all who use it. We also ask that groups meet in the Fellowship Hall and maintain 

physical distancing practices. We also ask that people wear masks while in the building and if 

you are sick, please stay home. Lastly we are not allowing shared food or drink for the 

immediate future. If an individual brings their own, that is fine.  

 

We will let everyone know when groups may begin meeting as soon as that date is set. Details 

about cleaning and other building procedures will be made available at that time as well. We 

ask that everyone please communicate with Christy to let her know when you would like to 

meet so she can make sure the Fellowship Hall is available.  

 

COVID19 Information and Resources 
We strongly advise everyone to continue following the recommendations from the CDC, WHO, and 
Minnesota Department of Health, including the following: 

● Frequently wash hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
readily available use hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol. 

● Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or use the inside of your elbow. 
● Clean frequently touched objects and surfaces. 
● Stay home as much as possible, especially when sick 

To stay up to date with information regarding the virus and its spread please check 
the CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 
the Minnesota Department of Health: https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/situation.html 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/situation.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/situation.html


 

 

Important Contacts: 

● Minnesota Department of Health COVID-19 Hotline: (651) 201-3920 

● Disaster Distress Hotline: 1-800-985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 66-746 

● National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-TALK (8255) 

● National Domestic Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-7233 

● Free Crisis Text Line: text “MN” to 741741 

Those struggling with addiction and substance abuse can access remote support: 

● Alcoholics Anonymous is hosting virtual meetings 

● Narcotics Anonymous has calls and virtual meetings. 

● Loved ones of those with addiction issues can visit Al-Anon’s website for resources. 
 

Buffalo Presbyterian Church

507 County Road 134 
Buffalo, MN 55313 
Phone: 763-682-2773 
Email: office@buffalopresbyterian.org 
www.buffalopresbyterian.org 
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