
November 28, 2021

1st Sunday of Advent

Leading Worship Today:
Pastor: Brian Entz

Lay Leader: Kathy Quady

Accompanist: Ralph Johansen

Please stand when there is an *

Please read along with all Bold text

PRELUDE Prophecy in Blue arr. Joel Raney
Pat Olsen, piano; Ralph Johansen, organ

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, the maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen

and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,... He will come again to judge the living and the dead, and his

kingdom will have no end.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

-excerpts from The Nicene Creed

GATHERING
CHORAL INTROIT Prepare Ye                                              Schwartz

*CALL TO WORSHIP
To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust.
Good and upright is the LORD;
therefore God instructs sinners in the way.
The Holy One leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble God’s way.
All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep God’s covenant and decrees.

*OPENING HYMN #88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
Individual or family lights the advent candle for the day and then proceeds with the reading.

Leader: We light this candle as a sign of the coming of Christ and the Hope that Christ gives us.
People: Advent means coming.
Leader: We are preparing ourselves for the days,



People: When the nations shall beat swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

#314 LONGING FOR LIGHT (verse 1)
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing
for truth, we turn to you. Make us your own,
your holy people, light for the world to see.

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine
through the darkness. Christ, be our light! Shine
in your church gathered today.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
The psalmist pleads, “Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love.” Trusting that
the mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting, let us confess the wrong we have done and the
good we have left undone.

Holy God, could it be true? Are you about to do a new thing to make our hearts sing? Even in a
weary world when so many are tired and tired of being tired? Forgive us for singing the same
old song of cynicism. Forgive us for keeping quiet instead of speaking truth, for standing back
instead of stepping up. Strengthen our hearts in holiness that we would increase and abound
in love for one another and all of your creation. In the name of the One who is to come again,
we pray, Amen.

As water is poured into the font remember your baptism and that in these
waters you are named as one of God’s beloved and joined to Christ forever.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
All who put their trust in Christ face divine judgment without fear, for the judge is their redeemer.
Therefore, be at peace; in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God.

*RESPONSE The Gloria Patri  #581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.  Amen.

WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
God of grace, illumine our understanding so that we would rightly see ourselves in the world by the
light of your love. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 33:14-16 (NRSV)

14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days



Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called:
"The LORD is our righteousness."

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.

NEW TESTAMENT READING 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 (NRSV)
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because
of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore
whatever is lacking in your faith.

11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for
you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God
and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN #129 Lo, How a Rose e’er Blooming

GOSPEL READING Luke 21:25-38 (NRSV)

25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of
what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see
‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to
take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.

34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and
the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come
upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have
the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

37 Every day he was teaching in the temple, and at night he would go out and spend the night on
the Mount of Olives, as it was called. 38 And all the people would get up early in the morning to
listen to him in the temple.

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE Pastor Brian Entz



RESPONDING TO THE WORD

OFFERTORY The Yearning Boersma/Courtney

“Let us present ourselves to God as those
who have been delivered from death to life”.
To give online, please scan the QR code.

*DOXOLOGY #606  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye
heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*OFFERING PRAYER

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
A voice is crying in the wilderness: let us prepare the way of the Lord.
God of our salvation, hear our prayer.

We pray for the church…
Let us be a sign of your promised realm and make us ready to meet our Savior Christ when he
comes again in glory. Strengthen us in our faith and give us courage to extend the mercy we have
been shown to others.
God of our salvation, hear our prayer.

We pray for the world…
Make a way in the wilderness of this world. Bring justice and equality to every land and let all
creatures know your saving love. Help us to seek the common good of all your creation and
remember that you have made us to share life with you and all you have made.
God of our salvation, hear our prayer.

We pray for this community…
Send messengers of your way among us to kindle in a passion for what is right and cleanse us from
all corruption. Strengthen us in times of difficulty and give us compassion for our neighbors.
God of our salvation, hear our prayer.

We pray for loved ones…
Let you tender mercy shine on them. Enliven those who wait in the gloom of death’s shadow and
guide their feet onto the path of peace. Give healing and mercy to those in need, especially...
God of our salvation, hear our prayer.

Prepare your way in us, O Lord, that we may rejoice and be glad when your reign of glory comes;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray saying...



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

SENDING

*CLOSING HYMN #82 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

*CHARGE & BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Nun komm der Heiden Heiland BWV 659 J. S. Bach
(“Savior of the Nations, Come”)

Larger Print Hymns: Please see an usher if you would like a copy of larger print hymns.

Childrenʼs Bulletins: Please see an usher if you are interested in a childrenʼs bulletin.

WORSHIP NOTES
The Call to Worship comes from Psalm 25.

The Prayer of Confession, Assurance of Pardon, and Prayer for Illumination come from
Pastor Andrew Taylor-Troutman and The Presbyterian Outlook.

The Advent Wreath Lighting and the Prayers of the People are adapted from the Book
of Common Worship (2018).

MUSIC LICENSES
Prophecy in Blue. Arranged by Joel Raney. © 2014 Hope Publishing Company.

Prepare Ye. by Steven Schwartz  © 1971 The Herald Square Music Company and New Cadenza Music
Corporation Used by P

Longing for Light #314. Words and music by Bernadette Farrell, 1993. Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell
(Published by OCP) Music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell (Published by OCP)

Lo, How a Rose Eʼer Blooming #129. German carol; stanzas 1, 2 trans. Theodore Baker, 1894, alt.; stanza 3
trans. Harriet Knuth Spaeth, 1985, alt. Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1599; arr. Michael
Praetorius, 1609

The Yearning Words by Susan Boersma  Music by Craig Courtney    Copyright 2011  Lorenz Publishing

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus #82. Text by Charles Wesley, 1744. Music by Rowland Hugh Prichard,
1830; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Classes, Coffee, and Conversations: During this Sundayʼs CCC we will be decorating the church for the
Christmas season! We hope you can stay and help! Pizza and other goodies will be provided! Come hungry
and ready to deck the halls!

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: The Session has called a congregational meeting on Sunday Dec. 12th
following worship for the purpose of approving Pastor Brianʼs terms of call for 2022 and reviewing the
adequate compensation of our staff.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE This year we will have one Christmas Eve service.  The service will be on
December 24, at 7:00 pm.  The service  will be live-streamed for those who canʼt attend in person.

2022 Pledge Forms: Please return pledge forms by mail or bring them to church as soon as possible . There
are extra Stewardship letters and pledge forms available in the narthex.

Nursery Volunteers: We are looking to expand our Nursery volunteers. Please let Christy or Pastor Brian
know if you are interested.

Volunteers for Pray and Play: The Faith Formation Committee is seeking individuals who would like to
volunteer on a rotational basis during Coffee and Conversation time to supervise our children while they
engage in fellowship with each other during Pray & Play. Your responsibility would be to lead the children in
a prayer (provided by the Faith Formation Committee) a�erword you can choose to supervise the children
as they play or unleash your inner child and challenge them to one of the many available games. Please let
Christy know if you are interested in becoming part of the Pray & Play team.
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