
  
       November 29, 2020 

1st Sunday of Advent 

  

Leading Worship Today: 
Pastor: Brian Entz 

Lay Leader: Larry Janski 

Accompanist: Ralph Johansen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To view the worship video please follow this link: https://youtu.be/f6j6VZx1cUA 

For those worshiping with the video please read along whenever the text is bold. Where more than one person 

is worshiping without the video take turns reading the plain text and join together to read the bold text.  

  
PRELUDE Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland BWV 659 J. S. Bach 
 

SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
Open wide your heavens! Let your name be known! 

So the world will know, Lord, we are not alone.  
You who once did awesome deeds- show your presence here! 

Open wide your heavens! let us know you’re near. 
-Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 

WELCOME 
 
CHORAL INTROIT                        Prepare Ye the Way (Godspell)   Stephen Schwartz 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 80 
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
          you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
Restore us, O God; 
          let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth 
        before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. 
Restore us, O God; 
          let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
Stir up your might, 
          and come to save us! 
Restore us, O God; 
          let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/f6j6VZx1cUA


LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  
Jesus says: I am coming soon 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ, 
in whose coming we find our hope. 
The first purple candle is lit…  
 
SUNG  RESPONSE  We Gather ‘round 

 
OPENING HYMN  #82 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
We have all sinned, not one of us is clean; but there is mercy for those who call on the name of the 
Lord.  
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.  
 
God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule. We confess 
that we have not expected your kingdom, for we live casual lives, ignoring your promised 
judgement. We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and refuse your justice 
and peace.  
In your mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, and to seek things that will 
endure when Christ comes to judge the world. Amen.  

 
As water is poured into the font remember your baptism and that in these 

waters you are named as one of God’s beloved and joined to Christ forever. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Every valley is lifted up; every mountain, made low. Now the glory of the Lord is revealed, for the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken.  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 

We gather ‘round in hope and faith, 
looking for the savior for whom we 
pray. We pray that we will see him 
near, bringing forth life and justice for 
all in fear. The candle glows, showing 
us God’s light, calling us forward, 
united in Christ.  

 

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee. 
 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

2 Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 



 
GLORIA PATRI #581 Gloria Patri 
   

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
WORD 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Holy God, our hope and strength, by the power of your Spirit prepare the way in our hearts for the 
coming of your Word, so that we may see the glorious signs of your promise fulfilled; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

EPISTLE READING  1 Corinthians 1:3-9 (NRSV) 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in 
Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every 
kind — 6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you — 7so that you are not 
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also 
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God 
is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

GOSPEL READING Mark 13:24-37 (NRSV) 
24“But in those days, after that suffering, 

     the sun will be darkened, 

          and the moon will not give its light, 
25  and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

          and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he will 
send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends 
of heaven. 
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 
you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he 
is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things 
have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on 
a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands 
the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake — for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else 
he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

 
 
 



HEBREW BIBLE READING Isaiah 64:1-9 (NRSV) 
1   O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

          so that the mountains would quake at your presence — 
2   as when fire kindles brushwood 

          and the fire causes water to boil — 

     to make your name known to your adversaries, 

          so that the nations might tremble at your presence 
3   When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

          you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4   From ages past no one has heard, 

          no ear has perceived, 

     no eye has seen any God besides you, 

          who works for those who wait for him. 
5   You meet those who gladly do right, 

          those who remember you in your ways. 

     But you were angry, and we sinned; 

          because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
6   We have all become like one who is unclean, 

          and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth 

     We all fade like a leaf, 

          and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7   There is no one who calls on your name, 

          or attempts to take hold of you; 

     for you have hidden your face from us, 

          and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity 
8   Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 

          we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

          we are all the work of your hand. 
9   Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 

          and do not remember iniquity forever. 

          Now consider, we are all your people. 

 
MESSAGE   

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Let us present ourselves to God as those who have been delivered from death to life.  
To give online, please scan the QR code. 

 
 



   
 

SPECIAL MUSIC Etude #8  Seltner  

Vincent Vanderheiden, trumpet 

 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God From whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 
With thanksgiving we come before you, O God, giving you praise for every act of mercy, every 

instance of beauty, and every moment of love in our lives. With gratitude we lift our petitions to you 
saying, hear our prayer. 

 
A voice is crying in the wilderness: let us prepare the way of the Lord.  

God of our salvation, O that you would tear open the heavens and come down.  
 

We pray for the church… 
Let us be a sign of your promised realm and make us ready to meet our Savior Christ when he 

comes in glory. 
God of our salvation, O that you would tear open the heavens and come down. 

 
We pray for the world… 

Make a way in the wilderness of this world. Bring justice and equality to every land and let all 
creatures know your saving love.  

God of our salvation, O that you would tear open the heavens and come down. 
 

We pray for this community… 
Send messengers of your way among us to kindle in us a hope for your reign and the peace and 

healing it will bring.  
God of our salvation, O that you would tear open the heavens and come down. 

 
We pray for our loved ones… 

Let your tender mercy shine on them. Give comfort to those in the midst of pain, isolation, anxiety, 
and stress.   

God of our salvation, O that you would tear open the heavens and come down. 
 



Prepare your way in us, O Lord, that we may rejoice and be glad when your reign of glory comes; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 

 
CLOSING HYMN  #357 The Days Are Surely Coming 
 

 
CHARGE & BENEDICTION  
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord be kind and gracious to you. The Lord look upon you 
with favor and give you peace.  
 
Now go into the season of Advent in peace to love and serve our God. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE Chorale Prelude on ‘Sleepers, Wake’ BWV 645 J. S. Bach 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 The days are surely coming, 
says God to all the earth, 
when you will see my promise: 
salvation come to birth. 
My righteousness and justice 
will spread throughout the land 
and you will be delivered 
by my almighty hand. 

2 The days are surely coming, 
says Christ, the promised one, 
when you will read my warning 
in moon and stars and sun. 
Though earth and heaven tremble, 
stand up and do not fear, 
for I am your redeemer, 
and I am drawing near. 

3 The days are surely coming 
when we will know at last 
the fullness of God’s presence, 
God’s promise, come to pass. 
Then righteousness and justice 
will spread throughout the land 
and we will be delivered 
by God’s almighty hand. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Garden Desk Calendars: Please pick up your 2021 desk calendar in the church office. All donations from 
these will  be going to Buffalo Food Shelf.   
 
Love INC-Big Woods  is promoting a fundraiser through Kwik Trip called Scrip Gift Cards. The monies raised 
will provide clients with gas cards or car repair help. The Kwik Trip cards will be available at our Buffalo Love 
INC Thrift Store at 16-1st Ave. S. In Buffalo for $25.00 each. For any gift card purchase of $25.00 or more you 
receive 10% off your Thrift store purchase, excluding furniture. Stop by the shop, take a look around, and 
prepay for your gas with a Kwik Trip gas card (Scrip Gift Card)! 
 
Children's Sunday School is back! Calista Wedemier (Cherches) will be teaching our children's class every 
1st and 3rd Sunday at 11:30 am via Zoom. To make sure your family is on the contact list please contact 
Pastor Brian. 
 
Upcoming Worship Schedule: The worship services in December will be online, please pay attention to 
your email on Sundays for worship links and bulletins.  
 
Per Capita: Every year we pay Per Capita to help support the work of the Presbytery, Synod, and General 
Assembly. The Session has committed to pay our full Per Capita amount every year. This year the Per Capita 
is $36.50 per member, if you are able we encourage you to pay your Per Capita to help lower the amount 
that gets paid out of the General Offering. Thank you to everyone who has already paid their Per Capita this 
year! 
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507 County Road 134, Buffalo, Minnesota 55313 
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Ralph Johansen, Organist rejohansen@hotmail.com  
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