
April 4, 2021

EASTER SUNDAY

Leading Worship Today:
Pastor: Brian Entz

Lay Leader: Jerry Aldrich



To view the worship video please follow this link: https://youtu.be/4LMgHJpiXog
For those worshiping with the video please read along whenever the text is bold.

PRELUDE Majesty/How Great Thou Art arr. Joel Raney
Pat Olsen, piano;

Ash Olsen, instruments;
Ralph Johansen, Organ

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Shouts of joy and victory

resound in the tents of the righteous:
“The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!
The Lord’s right hand is lifted high;

the Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!”
I will not die but live,

and will proclaim what the Lord has done.
Christ is Risen!
Christ is risen indeed!

OPENING HYMN #232 Jesus Christ is Risen Today

1 Jesus Christ is risen today,
Alleluia!
our triumphant holy day,
Alleluia!
who did once upon the cross,
Alleluia!
suffer to redeem our loss.
Alleluia!

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing,
Alleluia!
unto Christ, our heavenly King,
Alleluia!
who endured the cross and grave,
Alleluia!
sinners to redeem and save.
Alleluia!

3 But the pains which he endured,
Alleluia!
our salvation have procured.
Alleluia!
Now above the sky he's King,
Alleluia!

4 Sing we to our God above,
Alleluia!
praise eternal as God's love.
Alleluia!
Praise our God, ye heavenly host,
Alleluia!

https://youtu.be/4LMgHJpiXog


where the angels ever sing.
Alleluia!

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Leader: The Spirit of God helps us in our weakness, interceding with sighs too deep
for words. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.
People: Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power
of sin and death. We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear, bound by
the ways that lead to death. We overlook the poor and hungry, and pass by those
who mourn; we ignore the cries of the oppressed, and are indifferent to calls for
peace; we despise the weak, and abuse the earth you made. Forgive us, God of
mercy. Help us to trust your power to change our lives and make us new, that we
may know the joy of life abundant given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord. Amen.

As water is poured into the font remember your baptism and that in these
waters you are named as one of God’s beloved and joined to Christ forever.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: All of us, like sheep, have gone astray, but now we have returned to the
shepherd and guardian of our souls. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
People: Alleluia! Amen.

RESPONSE 1 Peter 1:3
Blessed be the Lord, who has given us new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts
by your Holy Spirit so that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

HEBREW BIBLE READING Isaiah 65:17-25 (NRSV)
17 For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not
be remembered or come to mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am
creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight.19 I
will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of
weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress.20 No more shall there be in it an infant
that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one
who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a
hundred will be considered accursed.21 They shall build houses and inhabit them;
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 They shall not build and another
inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of
my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.23 They shall



not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by
the Lord — and their descendants as well. 24 Before they call I will answer, while they
are yet speaking I will hear.25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall
eat straw like the ox; but the serpent — its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or
destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.

NEW TESTAMENT READING Acts 10:34-43 (NRSV)
34Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality,
35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to
him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by
Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning
in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses
to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging
him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and
drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the
dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.”

GOSPEL READING Mark 16:1-8 (NRSV)

1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the
first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been
saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the
tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had
already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed
in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them,
“Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has
been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just
as he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement
had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

MESSAGE Pastor Brian Entz

OFFERING ANTHEM Because He Lives Words/Music William Gaither



Let us present ourselves to God as those who have been delivered from death to life.
To give online, please scan the QR code.

*OFFERING PRAYER

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from A Brief Statement of Faith
In life and in death we belong to God.
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
whom alone we worship and serve.

We trust in Jesus Christ,
fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:
preaching good news to the poor
and release to the captives,
teaching by word and deed
and blessing the children,
healing the sick
and binding up the brokenhearted,
eating with outcasts,
forgiving sinners,
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,
Jesus was crucified,
suffering the depths of human pain
and giving his life for the sins of the world.
God raised this Jesus from the dead,



vindicating his sinless life,
breaking the power of sin and evil,
delivering us from death to life eternal.

THE INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Leader: Blessed are you, O Lord our God…

INTERCESSIONS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Leader: And now as Christ our Savior taught we are bold to pray,
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

SHARING THE LORD’S SUPPER
For those not gathered in person please have bread and juice on hand to celebrate.
For those gathered in the sanctuary please use the wafer and cup packs that have
been pre-placed in the pews. If you need allergen free wafers please alert an usher.
Regardless of whether we are gathered in person or online we trust that we are
gathered in spirit as one body and surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. As led by
the pastor take a piece of bread and eat it and then do the same with the cup following
the pastor’s lead. For those at home where multiple people are partaking of the
sacrament together please serve one another.

*COMMUNION PRAYER
All: Living Christ, as you open the scriptures to us you make yourself known in
the breaking of the bread. Let us now go forth from this place, fed at your table
and filled by the Spirit, to walk with you all the days of our lives, and proclaim the
glory of your resurrection to all the world. Amen.



CLOSING HYMN #240 Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks

Refrain:
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name

1 Jesus is Lord of all the earth.
He is the King of creation. (Refrain)

2 Spread the good news o'er all the
earth:
Jesus has died and has risen.
(Refrain)

3 We have been crucified with Christ.
Now we shall live forever. (Refrain)

4 Come let us praise the living God,
joyfully sing to our Savior. (Refrain)

And all that had been commanded them they told briefly to those around Peter. And
afterward Jesus himself sent out through them, from east to west, the sacred and
imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation. -Mark 16, Shorter Ending

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Toccata Charles-Marie Widor

The flowers that adorn the sanctuary this morning have been donated by members of

our congregation In Memory and In Honor of loved ones….

Mary Coleman In Memory of:  Ken Coleman

Chuck & Liz Klaassen In Memory of: Ken & Mary Erwin, Melvin & Donna Klaassen

In Honor of: Maeve Mercy Shelkey

Lavina & Larry Pattee In Memory of: Keith Pattee

Barb & Larry Janski In Honor of: Family & Friends

Angela Khanai & Kevin Spike In Memory of: Sara Khanai, Kay Spike

WORSHIP NOTES
The Call to Worship was taken from Psalm 118 (NRSV)

MUSIC LICENSES



Prelude: Majesty. Music by Jack Hayford. © 1981 New Spring (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music
Publishing, Inc.) How Great Thou Art. Music adapted from a Swedish folk tune by Stuart K. Hine, 1949. © 1949
and 1953 the Stuart K. Hine Trust. This arrangement by Joel Raney.
Anthem: Because He Lives  Words/Music by William and Gloria Gaither  Copyright 1971,1995 by William J.
Gaither (ASCAP)
Closing Hymn: Text and music by Donald Fishel, 1971. © 1973 International Liturgy Publications.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Congregational Meeting: The Session has called a congregational meeting on April 11th at 10:30am in the sanctuary
for the purpose of electing officers. Thanks to the Nominating Committee for their work leading up to this meeting.

Garden Desk Calendars: Please pick up your 2021 desk calendar in the church office. All donations from these will  be
going to Buffalo Food Shelf.

Children's Sunday School: Calista Wedemier (Cherches) is  teaching our children's class every 1st and 3rd Sunday at
11:30 am via Zoom. To make sure your family is on the contact list please contact Pastor Brian.

Upcoming Worship Schedule: Please join us in person on Sundays at the 9:30am worship service. Masks and social
distancing will be required. Also remember to sign in for contact tracing purposes.  Services will also be available
online, please pay attention to your email on Sundays for worship links and bulletins.
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