
November 21, 2021

Christ the King/Reign of Christ

Leading Worship Today:
Pastor: Brian Entz

Lay Leader: Barb Janski

Accompanist: Ralph Johansen

Please stand when there is an *

Please read along with all Bold text

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
...we serve a king like no other—a king who is not seeking power and glory, but humble service to
others. Consequently, we who identify as the Church should seek to engage in humble service to

others. Everyone interested in seeking the truth will embrace the values of this other kingdom, which
contrasts sharply with a society that attempts to win at all costs.

-Prof. Samuel Cruz

GATHERING

*CALL TO WORSHIP
The Lord is king, and is robed in majesty;

the Lord is robed, and is girded with strength.
God has established the world; it shall never be moved;

your throne is established from of old;
you are from everlasting.

Your decrees are very sure;
holiness befits your house,
O Lord, forevermore.

Let us worship our Sovereign God, Christ our King!

*OPENING HYMN #267 Come, Christians, Join to Sing

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
In Christ, God came to reconcile all things, making peace through the blood of the cross.
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.
Righteous God, you have crowned Jesus Christ as Lord of all. We confess that we have not
bowed before him, and are slow to acknowledge his rule. We give allegiance to the powers of
this world, and fail to be governed by justice and love.
In your mercy, forgive us. Raise us to acclaim him as ruler of all, that we may be loyal
ambassadors, obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.



As water is poured into the font remember your baptism and that in these
waters you are named as one of God’s beloved and joined to Christ forever.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
God has rescued us from the power of evil and claimed us for the realm of Jesus Christ, in whom we
have redemption.
In the name of Jesus Christ we are forgiven!
Alleluia, Amen!

*RESPONSE The Gloria Patri  #581

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.  Amen.

WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Sovereign God, let your Word rule in our hearts and your Spirit govern our lives until at last we see
the fulfillment of your realm of justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING 2 Samuel 23:1-7 (NRSV)
1Now these are the last words of David: The oracle of David, son of Jesse, the oracle of the man
whom God exalted, the anointed of the God of Jacob, the favorite of the Strong One of Israel: 2The
spirit of the LORD speaks through me, his word is upon my tongue. 3The God of Israel has spoken,
the Rock of Israel has said to me: One who rules over people justly, ruling in the fear of God, 4is like
the light of morning, like the sun rising on a cloudless morning, gleaming from the rain on the grassy
land.

5Is not my house like this with God? For he has made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all
things and secure. Will he not cause to prosper all my help and my desire? 6But the godless are all
like thorns that are thrown away; for they cannot be picked up with the hand; 7to touch them one
uses an iron bar or the shaft of a spear. And they are entirely consumed in fire on the spot.

NEW TESTAMENT READING Revelation 1:4b-8 (NRSV)
4bGrace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, priests
serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

7Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his
account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen.



8"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the
Almighty.

HYMN #271 The Lord Almighty Reigns

GOSPEL READING John 18:33-37 (NRSV)
33Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, "Are you the King of
the Jews?" 34Jesus answered, "Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?"
35Pilate replied, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over
to me. What have you done?" 36Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom
were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the
Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here." 37Pilate asked him, "So you are a king?" Jesus
answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify
to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice."

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

OFFERTORY

Let us present ourselves to God as those
who have been delivered from death to life.
To give online, please scan the QR code.

*DOXOLOGY #606  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye
heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*OFFERING PRAYER

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
We pray for the world: for places torn by religious, political, and cultural conflict, for all people
haunted by environmental disaster and violent weather. We pray for our leaders: for President Biden,
Governor Walz, for federal and state legislatures, and for the mayors and councils of our towns and
cities. Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

We pray for the Church: for our presbytery and its congregations, for all ministers, elders, and
deacons. We pray for unity in the midst of diversity, may we always be reconciled to one another by
the Gospel and deep forgiveness. Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

We pray for our community of Buffalo: for people living on the fringes, for folks torn by physical and
mental conflict, for families that have no place to call their own and for those oppressed by law and
privilege. We pray for the people who work around us: in restaurants and grocery stores, in clinics
and shops, in classrooms and offices, and for those who work from home. We pray for people who
work in the justice system and for the safety of people in jail. Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer.



We pray for our community which you have gathered for a journey: nurture our lives together, give us
the wisdom and energy to be changed. Comfort and give strength to the people dear to us who
need our prayers…… Grant to all of us the comfort of your presence in our lives. Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.

Receive our thanksgivings: for families that support us, for relatives who challenge us, and for
friends who are reliable. We also thank you for…… Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

Receive, Lord, our prayers, that trusting in you all our days, we may know the fullness of your love
and the power of the resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

SENDING

*CLOSING HYMN #269 Lead On, O King Eternal

*CHARGE & BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Larger Print Hymns: Please see an usher if you would like a copy of larger print hymns.

Childrenʼs Bulletins: Please see an usher if you are interested in a childrenʼs bulletin.

WORSHIP NOTES
The Call to Worship is taken from Psalm 93.

The Prayer of Confession, Assurance of Pardon, and Prayer for Illumination are taken
from the Book of Common Worship (2018).

The Prayers of the People are adapted from prayers used by Christ Church Cathedral
(Episcopal) in Louisville, KY.

MUSIC LICENSES
#267 Come, Christians, Join to Sing. Music Harm. © 1927 Oxford University Press.
#271 The Lord Almighty Reigns.
#269 Lead On, O King Eternal!



ANNOUNCEMENTS

CCC TODAY will be an introduction and overview of the Gospel of Luke led by Pastor Brian. We will explore
who Luke was, what we know about his primary audience, and what some themes and particularities of his
Gospel are.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE This year we will have one Christmas Eve service.  The service will be on
December 24, at 7:00 pm.  The service  will be live-streamed for those who canʼt attend in person.

2022 Pledge Forms: Please return pledge forms by mail or bring them to church as soon as possible . There
are extra Stewardship letters and pledge forms available in the narthex.

Nursery Volunteers: We are looking to expand our Nursery volunteers. Please let Christy or Pastor Brian
know if you are interested.

Volunteers for Pray and Play: The Faith Formation Committee is seeking individuals who would like to
volunteer on a rotational basis during Coffee and Conversation time to supervise our children while they
engage in fellowship with each other during Pray & Play. Your responsibility would be to lead the children in
a prayer (provided by the Faith Formation Committee) a�erword you can choose to supervise the children
as they play or unleash your inner child and challenge them to one of the many available games. Please let
Christy know if you are interested in becoming part of the Pray & Play team.

Foster a Teen: Wright County has an IMMEDIATE need for foster providers willing to care for teens.
Orientation is now offered online. Please contact Marisa Ferguson at 763-682-7484 or
Marisa.Ferguson@co.wright.mn.us

Guyʼs Breakfast: The men are meeting for breakfast at Perkins on Tuesdays at 7:30am. Come enjoy great
fellowship and food!

Prayer Shawls: This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 6:30pm at the church. Contact Virginia
Johnson with questions.
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