
June 20, 2021

4th Sunday after Pentecost

Leading Worship Today:
Pastor: Brain Entz

Lay Leader: Chuck Klaassen

Accompanist: Ralph Johansen

Vocalists: Susan Schermer & Mike Agre

PRELUDE Lord, I Lift Your Name on High arr. Ken Medema

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
O God, whom no image can encompass,

no definition encircle
and yet

who meets us in the gentle touch of love,
the beauty of a butterfly’s wing,

and the laughter of children,
help us to move beyond our attempts to limit you,

intellectualise you
or to eliminate you from all that is earthly,

sensuous or vibrant,
so that we may greet you

in every particle of this spectacular universe
which you are creating. -W. L. Wallace

*CALL TO WORSHIP
I will bless the Lord at all times;

God’s praise will always be in my mouth.
I praise the Lord—

let the suffering listen and rejoice.
Magnify the Lord with me!

Together let us lift God’s name up high!

*OPENING SONGS Sanctuary
Lord prepare me
To be a sanctuary
Pure and holy
Tried and true
With thanksgiving
I'll be a living



Sanctuary for You
Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness

Chorus
Spirit Spirit of gentleness
Blow through the wilderness
Calling and free
Spirit Spirit of restlessness
Stir me from placidness
Wind wind on the sea

1  You moved on the waters
You called to the deep
Then You coaxed up the mountains
From the valleys of sleep
And over the eons
You called to each thing
Wake from your slumbers
And rise on your wings

2  You swept through the desert
You stung with the sand
And You goaded Your people
With a law and a land
And when they were blinded
With their idols and lies
Then You spoke through Your prophets
To open their eyes

3  You sang in a stable
You cried from a hill
Then You whispered in silence
When the whole world was still
And down in the city
You called once again
When You blew through Your people
On the rush of the wind

4  You call from tomorrow
You break ancient schemes
From the bondage of sorrow
The captives dream dreams
Our women see visions
Our men clear their eyes
With bold new decisions
Your people arise

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Remembering that the grace of God overflows for us through Christ, let us confess
our sin.
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us
amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Do not fear, says the Lord, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by name, and
you are mine.
Friends, let us trust the Good News that in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!



Alleluia, Amen.

*RESPONSE The Gloria Patri  #581

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen.  Amen.

WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Open our senses, O God, that we might receive your Word. Open our minds, O God,
that we might understand your truth. Open our hearts, O God, that we might love as
you love us. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 56: 1-8 (NRSV)
56 Thus says the LORD:

Maintain justice, and do what is right,

for soon my salvation will come,

and my deliverance be revealed.

2 Happy is the mortal who does this,

the one who holds it fast,

who keeps the sabbath, not profaning it,

and refrains from doing any evil.

3 Do not let the foreigner joined to the LORD say,

“The LORD will surely separate me from his people”;

and do not let the eunuch say,

“I am just a dry tree.”

4 For thus says the LORD:

To the eunuchs who keep my sabbaths,

who choose the things that please me

and hold fast my covenant,



5 I will give, in my house and within my walls,

a monument and a name

better than sons and daughters;

I will give them an everlasting name

that shall not be cut off.

6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,

to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,

and to be his servants,

all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it,

and hold fast my covenant—

7 these I will bring to my holy mountain,

and make them joyful in my house of prayer;

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices

will be accepted on my altar;

for my house shall be called a house of prayer

for all peoples.

8 Thus says the Lord GOD,

who gathers the outcasts of Israel,

I will gather others to them

besides those already gathered.

GOSPEL READING Matthew 5:38-45 (NRSV)
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I
say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn
the other also; 40 and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak
as well; 41 and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile. 42 Give to



everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from
you.

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,
45 so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on
the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous.

NEW TESTAMENT READING Acts 11: 1-18 (NRSV)
11 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had
also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men
and eat with them?” 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5 “I
was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something
like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it
came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey,
reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and
eat.’ 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever
entered my mouth.’ 9 But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God
has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then
everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to
me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go
with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also
accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the
angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is
called Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will
be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon
us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave
them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who
was I that I could hinder God?” 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they
praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that
leads to life.”

MESSAGE Pastor Brian Entz

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

OFFERING ANTHEM O Rest in the Lord Mendelssohn

Let us present ourselves to God as those who have been delivered from death to life.



To give online, please scan the QR code.

*DOXOLOGY #606  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise
him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Almighty God,

in Jesus Christ you taught us to pray,
and to offer our petitions to you in his name.

Guide us by your Holy Spirit,
that our prayers for others may serve your will

and show your steadfast love; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

Let us pray for the world.
Silent prayer.

God our creator,
you made all things in your wisdom,

and in your love you save us.
We pray for the whole creation.

Overthrow evil powers, right what is wrong,
feed and satisfy those who thirst for justice,

so that all your children may freely enjoy the earth you have made,
and joyfully sing your praises;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Let us pray for the church.
Silent prayer.



Eternal God,
you sent us a Savior, Christ Jesus,

to break down the walls of hostility that divide us.
GRant us an understanding of your will and the courage to follow your way,
laying aside those divisions that keep us from love of you and one another,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Let us pray for enemies.
Silent prayer.

O God,
whom we cannot love unless we love our neighbors,

remove hate and prejudice from us and from all people,
so that your children may be reconciled
with those we fear, resent, or threaten;

and live together in your peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Let us pray for those who govern us.
Silent prayer.

Mighty God,
sovereign over the nations,

direct those who make, administer, and judge our laws;
the President of the United States

the Congress, Governor, state legislature, and all local authorities;
that, guided by your wisdom,

they may lead us in the way of righteousness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Let us pray for world leaders.
Silent prayer.

Eternal Ruler, hope of all the earth,
give vision to those who serve the United Nations,

and to those who govern all countries;
that, with goodwill and justice,
they may take down barriers,

and draw together one new world in peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.



Let us pray for the sick.
Silent prayer.

Merciful God,
you bear the pain of the world.

Look with compassion on those who are sick;
cheer them by your word,

and bring healing as a sign of your grace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Let us pray for those who sorrow.
Silent prayer.

God of comfort,
stand with those who sorrow;

that they may be sure that neither death nor life,
nor things present nor things to come,

shall separate them from your love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Mighty God,
whose Word we trust,

whose Spirit enables us to pray:
Accept our requests

and further those which will bring about your purpose for the earth;
through Jesus Christ, who rules over all things,

and who taught us to pray, saying...

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.



SENDING

CLOSING SONGS Change My Heart, O God
Change my heart, O God;
make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God;
may I be like you.
You are the Potter;
I am the clay.
Mold me and make me;
this is what I pray.

#543 God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me
1 God, be the love to search and keep me;
God, be the prayer to move my voice;
God, be the strength to now uphold me:
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me.

2 Bind to myself the Name of Holy,
great cloud of witnesses enfold;
prophets, apostles, angels witness:
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me.

3 Brightness of sun and glow of moonlight,
flashing of lightning, strength of wind,
depth of the sea to soil of planet:
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me.

4 Walking behind to hem my journey,
going ahead to light my way,
and from beneath, above, and all ways:
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me.

5 Christ in the eyes of all who see me,
Christ in the ears that hear my voice,
Christ in the hearts of all who know me:
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me.

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE This Little Light of Mine arr. Mark Hayes

WORSHIP NOTES
The Call to Worship is from Psalm 34.

The Prayer of Confession comes from the Book of Common Worship (2018).
The Prayers of the People are adapted from the Book of Common Worship (2018).

MUSIC LICENSES
Lord, I Lift Your Name on High. Words and Music by Rick Founds. © 1989 Maranatha! Praise, Inc
(Administered by the Copyright Company, Nashville, TN). This arrangement © 2005 Maranatha! Praise, Inc
(Administered by the Copyright Company, Nashville, TN).
Sanctuary. CCLI Song # 24140. John W. Thompson | Randy Scruggs. © 1982 Full Armor Publishing
Company (Admin. by Peermusic III, Ltd.)  Whole Armor Publishing Company (Admin. by Peermusic III, Ltd.)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1843693
Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness. CCLI Song # 101393. James K. Manley. © 1978, 1980 Manley, James K. For
use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License # 1843693.

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/


Change My Heart, O God. CCLI Song # 1565.  Eddie Espinosa. © 1982 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin.
by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook)). For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of
Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License # 1843693
God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me. Words and Music by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, 2004. Text and
Music © 2004 This is Here Music worldmaking.net.
This Little Light of Mine. Arrangement © 2011 Lorenz Publishing Co., a division of the Lorenz Corporation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Worship in the Park: Our worship service will be in the park on July 25th at 9:30am.

Synod School: It's time again for Synod School. This year they will be offering both in person (at Buena Vista
University in Storm Lake, Iowa) and online. Synod School is a great opportunity to connect with folks from all over the
6 states in our Synod and engage in all sorts of classes, from Biblical Greek to BBQing Ribs! The dates for Synod School
are July 25-30. For more information please see the booklets outside the church office or check out the Synod website:
www.lakesandprairies.org If you have questions please connect with Pastor Brian.

VBS Volunteers Wanted: VBS  will be held August 16-19 from 5:00pm to 7:30pm. We are looking for volunteers. Please
Contact Mandy Harkess if you are interested, 612-226-3985 or mandylynnhunter@gmail.com.

Community Garden: Sign up to get your garden plots today! You can find the agreement form on our website or
contact Christy.

Garden Desk Calendars: Please pick up your 2021 desk calendar in the church office. All donations from these will  be
going to the Buffalo Food Shelf.

Upcoming Worship Schedule: Please join us in person on Sundays at the 9:30am worship service. Masks and social
distancing will be required. Also remember to sign in for contact tracing purposes.  Services will also be available
online, please pay attention to your email on Sunday a�ernoons  for worship links and bulletins.
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