
February 28, 2021

2nd Sunday in Lent

Leading Worship Today:
Pastor: Brian Entz

Lay Leader: Mary Markve-Patch

Accompanist: Ralph Johansen

To view the worship video please follow this link: https://youtu.be/OwYUa0Qzl9k

For those worshiping with the video please read along whenever the text is bold.

PRELUDE To a Wild Rose Edward MacDowell

SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
Out of Israel, God in due time raised up Jesus. His faith and obedience were the response of the
perfect child of God. He was the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel, the beginning of the new

creation, and the pioneer of the new humanity. He gave history its meaning and direction and called
the church to be his servant for the reconciliation of the world.

-The Confession of 1967

WELCOME

INTROIT Surely the Presence of the Lord is in This Place Wolfe

CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 22
All of you who revere the Lord—praise God!

All of you who are Jacob’s descendants—honor God!
All of you who are all Israel’s offspring—

stand in awe of God!
I offer praise in the great congregation

because of you;
I will fulfill my promises
in the presence of those who honor God.

OPENING HYMN #49 THE GOD OF ABRAHAM PRAISE

1 The God of Abraham praise,
who reigns enthroned above,
the Ancient of Eternal Days,

2 Your spirit still flows free,
high surging where it will.
In prophet's word you spoke of old

https://youtu.be/OwYUa0Qzl9k


the God of love!
The Lord, the great I am,
by earth and heaven confessed,
we bow before your holy name,
forever blest.

and you speak still.
Established is your law,
and changeless it shall stand,
deep writ upon the human heart
by your strong hand.

3 Your goodly land we seek,
with peace and plenty blest,
a land of sacred liberty
and Sabbath rest.
There milk and honey flow,
and oil and wine abound,
and trees of life forever grow
with mercy crowned.

4 You have eternal life
implanted in the soul;
your love shall be our strength and stay,
while ages roll.
We praise you, living God!
We praise your holy name:
the first, the last, beyond all thought,
and still the same!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Remember that our Lord Jesus can sympathize with us in our weakness, since in every respect he
was tempted as we are, yet without sin.
Let us then with boldness approach the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace
to help in time of need.
Let us confess our sin.
Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that we have tried to hide from you, for we
have done wrong. We have lived for ourselves, and apart from you. We have turned from our
neighbors, and refused to bear the burdens of others. We have ignored the pain of the world,
and passed by the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed.
In your great mercy forgive our sins and free us from selfishness, that we may choose your
will and obey your commandments; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

As water is poured into the font remember your baptism and that in these
waters you are named as one of God’s beloved and joined to Christ forever.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Our righteousness is found in Christ alone, a gift of God by faith.
Beloved people of God, believe the good news: through the grace of Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!

GLORIA PATRI #581 GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
God of abundant life, your grace is our daily bread. Nourish us by your Word and fill us with your
Spirit so that we may grow in faith and love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



HEBREW BIBLE READING Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 (NRSV)
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me and you,
and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As
for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer
shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a
multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings
shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you
throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring
after you.”

15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her
name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give
rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

EPISTLE READING Romans 4:13-25 (NRSV)
13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be
the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law,
neither is there violation.

16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed
to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many
nations”) — the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become
“the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.”
19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead
(for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb.
20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he
gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to
him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in
him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses
and was raised for our justification.

GOSPEL READING Mark 8:31-38 (NRSV)
31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at
his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not
on divine things but on human things.”

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For



what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in
return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels.”

MESSAGE

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Let us present ourselves to God as those who have been delivered from death to life.
To give online, please scan the QR code.

OFFERTORY SONG Jesus Paid it All Arr. Pinkston

DOXOLOGY
Praise God From whom all blessings flow

Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Lord God, there is no one like you in heaven above or on the earth below. Hear our prayer.

Only say the word, Lord, and all shall be well.
For your church in every place, make us servants of Christ and witnesses to the gospel.

Only say the word, Lord, and all shall be well.
For leaders and people in every land, that they may know your way and do your will.

Only say the word, Lord, and all shall be well.
For an end to oppression and exploitation, that all your children may be free.

Only say the word, Lord, and all shall be well.
For the earth that you have made, that it may flourish in beauty and show your glory.

Only say the word, Lord, and all shall be well.
For those who are ill and close to death, draw near to them with life-giving power.

Only say the word, Lord, and all shall be well.



For those in grief, stress, and loneliness, be their comfort and their hope.
Only say the word, Lord, and all shall be well.

For those in helping and healing vocations, give them strength and compassion.
Only say the word, Lord, and all shall be well.

For all the prayers we offer now spoken or in silence…
Only say the word, Lord, and all shall be well.

Receive these our prayers in the tenderness of your mighty hand and keep us forever in the safety of
your outstretched arm; through Christ our Lord.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
And now as Christ has taught us we are bold to pray...

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,

forever. Amen.

SENDING

CLOSING HYMN #718 Take up Your Cross, the Savior Said

1 Take up your cross, the Savior said,
if you would my disciple be;
take up your cross with willing heart,
and humbly follow after me.

2 Take up your cross; let not its weight
fill your weak spirit with alarm;
Christ's strength shall bear your spirit up
and brace your heart and nerve your arm.

3 Take up your cross; heed not the shame,
and let your foolish pride be still;
the Lord for you accepted death
upon a cross, on Calvary's hill.

4 Take up your cross, then, in Christ's strength,
and calmly every danger brave:
it guides you to abundant life
and leads to victory o'er the grave.

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Prelude in C Minor BWV 549-1 J. S. Bach

MUSIC LICENSES
Introit: Surely the Presence of the Lord is in This Place Wolfe © 1977 by Lanny Wolfe Music. All rights controlled by
Gaither Copyright Management
Anthem:  Jesus Paid it All Arr. Pinkston  Copyright 1997 by High Street Music, Inc

ANNOUNCEMENTS



Buffalo Community Prayer Service: Please join us online as we pray for everyone impacted by the
shooting two weeks ago and seek God's healing moving forward. This will be held online on February 28th at
5pm. Watch your email and our Facebook page for a link to participate online.

Allina Health Clinic Fundraiser: Culvers is doing a fundraiser for the Allina health clinic on March 3rd from 10 am
till 10 pm. 15% of the profits will be donated to “where the need is greatest fund.”

Garden Desk Calendars: Please pick up your 2021 desk calendar in the church office. All donations from these will  be
going to Buffalo Food Shelf.

Children's Sunday School is back! Calista Wedemier (Cherches) will be teaching our children's class every 1st and 3rd
Sunday at 11:30 am via Zoom. To make sure your family is on the contact list please contact Pastor Brian.

Upcoming Worship Schedule: The worship services in March  will be online, please pay attention to your email on
Sundays for worship links and bulletins.
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