
  
       January 3, 2021 

2nd Sunday of Christmas 

 

Leading Worship Today: 
Lay Leaders: 

 Michele Lawlor, Mary Markve-Patch 

Steve Grittman, Chuck Klassen 

Accompanist: Ralph Johansen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To view the worship video please follow this link: https://youtu.be/W7F8P3j-v78 

For those worshiping with the video please read along whenever the text is bold. Where more than one person 

is worshiping without the video take turns reading the plain text and join together to read the bold text.  

  
PRELUDE  

SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
WELCOME 
 
CHORAL INTROIT    Joy to the World            Vanderheiden family     
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  

Praise the Lord. 
Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
    praise God in the heights above. 
Praise God, all his angels; 
    praise God, all the heavenly hosts. 
Praise God, sun and moon; 
    praise God, all you shining stars. 
Praise God, you highest heavens 
    and you waters above the skies. 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
    for at God’s command they were created, 
and God established them for ever and ever— 
    God issued a decree that will never pass away. 

 
OPENING HYMN               #119 HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn king. 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 

https://youtu.be/W7F8P3j-v78


 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all and teaching us to renounce what is evil in 
this world.  
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
 
God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in darkness. We 
confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good news to be good. We have 
closed ourselves to the glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less.  
Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope, so that we may receive the fullness of your grace, and 
live in the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen.   

 
As water is poured into the font remember your baptism and that in these 

waters you are named as one of God’s beloved and joined to Christ forever. 
 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Hear the promise of the Lord: See, your salvation has come! You are a holy people, redeemed by 
God, sought out and not forsaken.  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
Alleluia, Amen. 
 
GLORIA PATRI #581 Gloria Patri 
   

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful all ye nations, rise; 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn king!” 

offspring of the virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail the incarnate deity, 
pleased in flesh with us to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn king!” 

3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn king!” 

 



 
WORD 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
Gracious God, by the power of your Spirit, reveal to us your Word made flesh, that we might grow in 
our likeness of you and become ever more faithful in our discipleship. Amen.  
 

HEBREW BIBLE READING Isaiah 60:1-6 (NRSV) 

1   Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

          and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

2   For darkness shall cover the earth, 

          and thick darkness the peoples; 

     but the LORD will arise upon you, 

          and his glory will appear over you. 

3   Nations shall come to your light, 

          and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

4   Lift up your eyes and look around; 

          they all gather together, they come to you; 

     your sons shall come from far away, 

          and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

5   Then you shall see and be radiant; 

          your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

     because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

          the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

6   A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

          the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

          all those from Sheba shall come. 

     They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

          and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

 

HYMN  #853 WE ARE MARCHING IN THE LIGHT OF GOD 
 
PSALTER READING Psalm 47:12-20 (NRSV) 

12  Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! 

          Praise your God, O Zion! 

13  For he strengthens the bars of your gates; 

          he blesses your children within you. 

14  He grants peace within your borders; 



          he fills you with the finest of wheat. 

15  He sends out his command to the earth; 

          his word runs swiftly. 

16  He gives snow like wool; 

          he scatters frost like ashes. 

17  He hurls down hail like crumbs — 

          who can stand before his cold? 

18  He sends out his word, and melts them; 

          he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow. 

19  He declares his word to Jacob, 

          his statutes and ordinances to Israel. 

20  He has not dealt thus with any other nation; 

          they do not know his ordinances. 

     Praise the Lord! 

 

HYMN (See insert) PRAISE THE LORD: YE HEAVENS ADORE HIM 
 
EPISTLE READING  Ephesians 1:3-14 (NRSV) 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children 
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace 
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all 
wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been 
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and 
will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 
13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our 
inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 

 
HYMN #150 AS WITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD 
 
GOSPEL READING Matthew 2:1-12 (NRSV) 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he 
was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of 

 
 



the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

6   ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

          are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

     for from you shall come a ruler 

          who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and 
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they 
had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its 
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Let us present ourselves to God as those who have been delivered from death to life.  
To give online, please scan the QR code. 

   
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                               Gesu Bambino                                          Pietro Yon 

          Soloist: Theresa Bevilacqua 

 
DOXOLOGY 

Praise God From whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Almighty and merciful God, from whom comes all that is good, we praise you for your mercies, for 

your goodness that has created us, your grace that has sustained us, your discipline 
that has corrected us, your patience that has borne with us, and your love that has 

redeemed us. Help us to love you, and to be thankful for all your gifts by serving you 
and delighting to do your will, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Loving God, you cause rain to fall on the just and the unjust.  

Hear our prayers for your church and world: 
 

for the hungry and the overfed, 
may we have enough; 

for the mourners and the mockers, 
may we laugh together; 

for the victims and the oppressors, 
may we share power wisely; 

for the peacemakers and the warmongers, 
may clear truth and stern love lead us to harmony; 

for the silenced and the propagandists, 
may we speak our own words in truth; 
for the unemployed and the overworked, 

may our mark on this earth be kindly and creative; 
for the troubled and the secure, 

may we live together as wounded healers; 
for those experiencing homelessness and those who are pampered, 

may our homes be simple, warm, and welcoming; 
for the sick and the healthy, 

may we care for one another with love and wisdom; 
for the vibrant and the dying, 

may we all die to sin and live to love.  
 

Eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and on earth, accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
 

 
 



SENDING 

 
CLOSING HYMN  #136 GO, TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 
 

 
 
CHORAL BENEDICTION                    Go Now in Peace       Besig/Price   
 
POSTLUDE In Thee is Gladness J. S. Bach 

 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Garden Desk Calendars: Please pick up your 2021 desk calendar in the church office. All donations from 
these will  be going to Buffalo Food Shelf.   
 
Children's Sunday School is back! Calista Wedemier (Cherches) will be teaching our children's class every 
1st and 3rd Sunday at 11:30 am via Zoom. To make sure your family is on the contact list please contact 
Pastor Brian. 
 
Upcoming Worship Schedule: The worship services in January will be online, please pay attention to your 
email on Sundays for worship links and bulletins.  
 
 

 
Buffalo Presbyterian Church 

507 County Road 134, Buffalo, Minnesota 55313 
www.BuffaloPresbyterian.org 

(763) 682-2773 
 

Brian Entz, Pastor Brian@BuffaloPresbyterian.org 

Mike Agre, Choir Director  MikeA@BuffaloPresbyterian.org 
Ralph Johansen, Organist rejohansen@hotmail.com  

Ashton Olsen, Joyful Noise Choir olsenashton680@gmail.com   
Mike Quady, Clerk of Session Quady12@gmail.com 

Christy DeWees, Administrative Assistant office@buffalopresbyterian.org 

 

Refrain: 
Go, tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born! 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 
o’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens 
there shone a holy light.  

Refrain 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
when lo! above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus 
that hailed our Savior’s birth.  

Refrain 

3 Down in a lowly manger 
the humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation 
that blessed Christmas morn.  

Refrain 
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